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Introduction

The vision of t hcebuldéanintegratad, Uni on
prosperous and peaceful Africa, driven by its own citizens and
representing a dynamic force 1 n

With this vision, the he African Union aims to build an integrated
and inclusive African Information Society that will enhance the
Integration of African economies and improve the quality of life of
African citizen.

Thus, in conformity with Article 3 of the Constitutive Act, the
African Union organs (Ministerial Conferences and Head of
States Summit, adopted in,

20006 the ARAPKE

2007 The EU-Africa Partnership on Infrastructure

2008 the Reference Framework for Harmonization and a document on
harmonization of policies, regulatory framework and

2009 the PIDA Project

This AUC contribution to this forum will provide an overview of
these programs.




Current Situation of ICT in Africa

The current situation is still characterized by a
fragmentation of activities for the development of ICT
without taking enough into account the continental
framework as stated in the Constitutive Act of the African
Union and the Abuja Treaty establishing the African
Economic Community aiming at integrating Africa;

There is need to harmonize policies, regulations and
standards, and to promote the establishment of a common
continental market by fostering the implementation of
Integrated infrastructure programs.

The objective Is to establish and improve networks and
services with a view to strengthening intra-Africa trade and
the socio-economic integration.
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The RF Guiding Principles:

Solidarity between African Member States and
peoples;

Cooperation between the AUC, RECs; and other
African organizations;

Partnerships between and amongst African peoples;

Link to Poverty Reduction Strategy Programmes
(PRSP), Millennium Development Goals (MDGS)

Principles of the World Summit on Information
Society (WSIS);,

Finance viability, technical feasibility and political
acceptabillity;

Goals of Connect Africa Summit (Kigali, October
2007).




Challenges addressed

Harmonization of national and Regional
regulations with a view to creating a
Telecommunication/ICT regional market;

Definition of common guidelines for the major
stakeholders with a view to taking maximum
advantage of the Information Society

Establishing effective coordination among the
RECs, and between the RECs and continental
stakeholders for the supervision of the
Implementation of community actions and projects
at the regional or continental levels.




Broad Objectives of the Harmonized
Policy

Establish harmonized policy, legal and regulatory frameworks at the
regional and continental levels to create an enabling environment that will
attract investment and foster the sustainable;

Develop integrated infrastructures and access networks as the
cornerstone of the e-access, with efficient cross-border interconnectivity to
provide increased access to Telecommunication/ICT services;.

Support the development of industrialization and research on
sciences and technology related to Telecommunication/ICT.

Develop African human resource and increase awareness to ensure
active participation of Africa in the global information and knowledge-
based economy;

Develop relevant and valuable applications to encourage the deployment
and utilization of Telecommunication/ICT across all socio-economic
sectors in Africa in order to improve efficiency and productivity;

Promote and develop African content to increase global presence of
African values, cultures, languages and indigenous knowledge,;

Mobilize financial resources by strengthening regional cooperation and
multi stakeholder partnerships and promotion of public and private
0 rtnershlps




" The 35 Strategic axis to Achieve
Objectives:

Engage the highest level authorities.

Develop harmonized regional and continental e-strategies.
Promote regional and intra-continental connectivity.
Promote digital broadcast infrastructures/networks.
Promote migration to IP/NGN networks;

Encourage research & development and industrialization of African
to develop Telecommunication/ICT systems.

Development of e-Government, e-Education. e-Commerce, e-
Health, e-Culture.

Encourage the creation of African content in diverse languages.

Promote public private partnerships and other multi-stakeholders
partnerships.

Create incentives for foreign investments and coordinate its usage,
Promote the development of domestic finance

Develop innovative approaches for the creation and management
of universal access/service funds.

Increase awareness,
eé.. AND SO ON




Some achievements

Priority areas

Action

Achievement by All: RECs, ITU, UNECA,
EU(HIPSSA), WB, AfDB

A Liberalization & Privatization. A Cor_nparative analysis of Country and Regional
A Creation of effective Regulatory |~ Policies..
Body. A Model Policies.
' A Competition A Harmonization methodology.
1 Gpi(:j:ecliyne A Convergence. A Consensus building mechanism. N
u S A Universal access/service. ATV _analog to Digital migration strategy: Digital
A Digital Migration. Dividend. 2015
A  Process of Consensus building
in international foras.
A Comparative analysis of Countries and Regional
Telecom Act.
2.  Model A Model Telecom/ICT Bill of Law A Model Telecommunlcqtlop/ICT Bill.
. . < . A Model Regulatory Institutional structure.
Legislation A Model Telecom/ICT Regulations. |z :
< . A Model Telecom/ICT Regulations.
and Regulatory A  Assess the need for a Continent- | ; )
framework wide Regulatory Body /A Model Llcense_ .
' A Recommendation on the creation of a
continental Telecommunication/ICT Regulatory
Body/Regulators Association.
3. Infrastructure A Development of A Analysis of cyrrgnt Nathnal and Regional
. Telecommunication/ICT infrastructure and
Master Plan Telecommunication/ICT missing links
(PIDA) Infrastructure Master Plan A National Regional and Continental Master plans.
A Develop continental policy and
implement strategy on capacity |[A  Punctual activities (More to be done)

building.




Future Priority Programs

At continental level (AU) and At regional level (RECs)

Initiating and supporting fora for sharing of knowledge,
resources and experience among Telecommunication/ICT
development stakeholders;

Providing expertise to RECs/Governments aimed at translating
continental Policy and Regulatory Guidelines into
regional/national frameworks.

Measuring and monitoring the development of growth of
Telecommunication/ICT industry.
At national level

Creating an enabling environment taking into account the
convergence of technologies, networks and services;

Deployment of Telecommunication/ICT broadband (backbone
and access) infrastructures;

Formulation, adoption and implementation of national e-
strategies.

Continuation of the deployment of public Telecommunication/ICT
access points in rural and remote areas;
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Current Status

Funds have been mobilized to implement some
of the ARAPKE Phase One Projects

mplementation of the last batch of ARAPKE
Phase One projects Is underway

dentification and Selection Process for ARAPKE
Phase Two Flagship Projects to start soon

Current ARAPKE Phase One Projects under
Implementation:

AThe African Internet Exchange System
AThe African Leadership in ICT Project




African Internet Exchange
System (AXIS)

Independent analysis has shown that Africa
pays over US$600 Million every year to
countries outside the continent for intra-African
telecommunications traffic exchange that is
carried outside the continent

The Project objective is to support and facilitate
the establishment of

A National Internet Exchange Points,

A  Regional Internet Exchange Points,

A  Continental Internet Carriers




African Internet Exchange System
(AXIS)

y  As part of the first phase, Capacity building
workshops on the establishment of National
Internet Exchange Points will commence in 2012
In Member States without IXPs

}  Capacity building workshops on establishment of
Regional Internet Exchange Points and support to
selected Regional Internet Exchange Points will
commence in 2013




African Leadership in ICT Program
(ALICT)

The program objective is to build capacity of
Potential African Knowledge Society leaders
that can become agents for change in their
own country and be catalysts for regional
cooperation in Knowledge Society Issues

( Middle Management)

High Level ICT Trainings will also be
conducted at the Conference of Ministers
Responsible for ICT

( Senior & Top Management)




Conclusion

} Implementation of ARAPKE Phase
One was modest due to the
challenges mentioned

} We plan to build on lessons learnt to
work towards considerable
Implementation of ARAPKE Phase
Two




Program for Infrastucture
development in Africa
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PIDA SCOPE

} Ajoint initiative of:
A African Union Commission (AUC),
ANEPAD Planning and Coordination Agency (NPCA),
AAfrican Development Bank (ADB).

} PIDA s an Africa-owned ambitious, but realistic program of
regional/continental infrastructure projects covering the 4
sectors
A Energy,

ATransport\
A Information & Communication Technology (ICT) and
AWater (Trans-boundary).




®WHY PIDA, AND PIDA OBJECTIVES

Rationale for PIDA

} Critical role of infrastructure in Africa
} Deficit in Africa infrastructure
} Multiple regional and continental initiatives: not fully successful

} Objectives of PIDA

Overall objective: to optimize the efforts and use of resources in order
fo enable African Stakeholders to speak with one voice based on a
common agenda and a common vision for infrastructure development

The specific objectives: to enable African decision-makers to:

(i) Establish and implement a strategic framework for the development
of regional and continental infrastructure based on a development vision,
strategic objectives and sector policies

(i) Establish and implement an infrastructure development program
articulated around priorities and phases; and

(i) Prepare an implementation strategy and process including, in
particular, a priority action plan.

OveralEsteemedudget 7.78 1IMillionEuros(Vi)




PIDA STUDY : PROCESS
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&) FINDINGS and AFRICA MACRO
OUTLOOK 2040

} The study indentified:
Principal bottleneck
Impact on terrestrial Infrastructure development and usage
Needed Response

} From GDP Projections 2040 to sector forecast
If the 6.2% average GDP growth is achieved:

1 ICT will be multiplied several fold even before 2020 as Africa catches
up with broadband

} Program outline:

Projected Capital Investment/ Year =US$ 50 BILLIONSs (for
all the 4 sectors)

ICT:
fOngoing investments 2.25 billion,
112 billion per year for fiber optic cables;




STUDY FINDINGS FOR ICT

} THE VISION:

e-Africa 2025: a Digital Africa, An Africa based on
Information society and e-economy with developed e-
Applications (e-Government, e-Commerce, etc) to support
economic development, regional Integration and trade and
Improved peace & security; meeting the MDG Goals

} Objectives :
Increase ICT contribution to GDP from 5% to 10 % by 2025,

Satisfied the demand at low cost while ensuring access to
all African countries to the e-World ;

Secure connectivity and promote intra-Africa e-commerce,
Increase accessibility for all Africans to local, regional,
continental and international content and applications

Contribute to regional and continental physical and
economic integration,




STUDY FUNDING FORICT

Continental Strateqic ICT Infrastructure
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