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Overview &  Background 

•  Global Incubation Support 
•  African Incubator Network 

•  On the Ground 
•  Face to face 
•  Online 



Global Incubation Support 

The iDISC Global Network of Business Incubators includes 
308 organizations in 88 countries worldwide.  
 - 44 organizations in 14 countries throughout Africa. 



Global Incubation Support 



African Incubators on the Map 
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African Incubator Network  
Michael Reddy, AIN Chairperson, RSA 
• Dr. Julie Momah, AIN Vice Chairperson,  Nigeria 

–  Dr. Mbarou Gassama Mbaye, Senegal 
–  Chris Vermeulen, RSA 
–  Tessema Geda, Ethiopia 
–  Rajeev Aggraval, Rwanda 
–  Jayesh Ravjee, Past Chairperson, RSA 
–  Steve Giddings, InfoDEV Facilitator, Sub Sahara 
–  David Cromar, Webmaster 



African Incubator Network 

44 incubators  36 AIN on infoDEV 

173 54 Mapped locations 

633 [160]  
160 profiles 

Opened Dec 2010 AIN on YouNoodle 

180 profiles  16 AIN on LinkedIN 

347  283 – 50 + 100 AIN Portal 

June 2010 Aug 2009 Online 



Inspiring Role Models 

TED is a small nonprofit devoted to Ideas Worth 
Spreading.  
It started out (in 1984) as a conference bringing 
together people from three worlds:  

Technology, Entertainment, Design. 



Our AIN Scorecard 
•  AIN conferences & workshops 
•  Incubation Training materials & events 
•  AIN Monthly newsletter 
•  Sharing Best Practice 
•  Sharing Knowledge & Tools 
•  Sharing Incubatee Success stories  



AIN Community 
Managing the AIN membership is like
 herding cats. 

•  Access to the Internet [speed & reliability] 
•  Raising awareness [who?, where?, when?] 
•  Reading rather than writing posts [what?] 
•  Sharing rather than taking [how?] 
•  Sharing knowledge & incubator tools 
•  Sharing Success 



Why is AIN on LinkedIN? 
NETWORKING 
•  Member Profiles & Bios 
•  Incubatee referrals  

and recommendations 
•  Building your support network 

•  Incubation – Academia – Industry 
• Venture Capital – Mentors 
• Expats – Diaspora 
• Government – Multi National Corps 

•  News-Discussions-Events-Jobs-Polls 



Why is AIN on YouNoodle? 
•  Profiling yourself & your start ups 
•  Predictive Analytics – Startup >>YR3? 
•  Business Plan Competitions 
•  AIN Newsletter & Events 
•  AIN Subscriber Database 



AINPORTAL.ORG 



Thank You for listening 

•  Please ask questions. 
•  Please take the opportunity to speak

 with us during our time together. 
•  Give us details of any incubators we

 have not found yet! 
•  We invite you to register online and

 tell us your thoughts and your
 successes. 

David 
ain@solvebrand.com 



AINPortal.org  
Online Resources 

Sharing Knowledge – Downloads &
 linkages to best practice and
 resources: 

•  iDisc.net  
•  NBIA + UKBI 
•  SPICE 
•  Gatlin International 



Why build an incubator? 
 Motivation for the creation of a business incubator 

  new jobs  and skills in a community 
  the economic promotion of a region 
  the diversification of the local economy 
  the transfer of technology  



Incubating Incubators 



AIN Partners / Linkages 
Collaboration Offers on the table 

– http://africa.theelearningcentre.co.uk/  
•  distance learning courses [6000+ inc F / P] 

– http://satnetwork.org/ Southern Africa 
•  Internet access, rural training and incubation 

– http://www.safri.de/ Germany 
•  entrepreneurial training workshops 

– LEDNA – economic development 
– http://www.younoodle.com/  

•  startup competition tools 



Start Up Backpack 
Are African startups different? 

What basic technology package
 does your emerging
 entrepreneur need in Africa
 today? 

In 2011? 
In 2015? 


